Introduction
Annually there are approximately 35,000,000 acres of hay and haylage harvested in the U.S. for a total of 96,000,000 dry matter tons of production. Yields in Kansas averaged 2.77 tons of dry matter per acre. Of this total, about 13,600,000 acres were alfalfa, which averaged 3.76 dry matter tons per acre, and all other crops averaged 2.13 dry matter tons/a. In Kansas, there were 2,400,000 acres of hay and haylage harvested with an average yield of 2.24 dry matter tons per acre. Of this total, 650,000 acres were alfalfa with an average yield of 3.72 dry matter tons per acre, and 1,770,000 acres were crops other than alfalfa with an average yield of 1.69 dry matter tons/a. Kansas ranked 6th in the U.S. for hay and haylage production, which largely supports the state dairy (ranked 19th in the U.S. and valued at $483,000,000) and cattle (feedlot, background, and cow/calf) industries (ranked second in the U.S. and valued at $10,200,000,000). Dairy and beef cattle represented 58% of the total agricultural product of Kansas. Hay and grain commodities that support these two industries are critical for the state.
Study Objectives
The objectives of the Kansas Summer Annual Forage Variety Trial are to evaluate the performance of released and experimental varieties, determine where these varieties are best adapted, and increase the visibility of summer annual forages in Kansas. Breeders, marketers, and producers use data collected from the trials to make informed variety selections. The Summer Annual Forage Trial is planted at locations across Kansas based on the interest of those entering varieties into the test. 
Hybrid information was provided by seed companies. Abbreviations: Forage sorghum (FS), sorghum sudan (SS), sorghum (S), brown mid-rib (BMR), photoperiod sensitive (PS), not applicable (NA). Maturity groups: Early (E), medium early (ME), medium (M), medium late (ML), late (L), and full (F). 
